Acute exposure to aliphatic hydrocarbons: an unusual cause of acute tubular necrosis.
Acute tubular necrosis is not an uncommon phenomenon, but it rarely results from environmental factors. We describe a patient in whom acute renal failure developed 2 times after overexposure to aliphatic hydrocarbons and discuss some potential pathophysiological mechanisms. This association has rarely been reported in the literature. Considering the wide availability of aliphatic hydrocarbons in diesel fuel and solvents, associated renal toxicity is probably underrecognized. We stress the importance of identifying environmental and professional factors as causes of acute tubular necrosis.